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Bruce Springsteen and the ¥
Palladium, September 16, - Jreet Bang
Bruce Springsteen and th i
control of the Palladium Safusiasm?l
themselves remarkably fresh ang sy neht
four months on the road. L

““The Boss,' as Bruce is ofy b

. 2 en =
simply play in a hall, he totally ';:led

audience; without question he is the

and emotional performer in rock today Le

Springsteen gave everything he hog e

e h

thrce and a half hours, He rargely plg;:; or |

time because he feels responsible to the__

The crowd is an intepral
show because of the rap%ort ?\Zrth;: S.
made Saturday's show special. A&e,-mg‘
arenas for four months, he nbvious[p
audience of only 3,000. .

When Bruce dances with saxophonist
Clemons you can tell they are having 4 e
The band’s spirit infects the fans as well
possible are having an even better time, i

|
Y

* * *
The first set comprised mostly »..
Springsteen’s latest album, ""Darkness o
of Town.” The most notable wag
improvisation between Springsteen on
pianist Roy Bittan which led into
rendition of *‘Prove it All Night."

Highlights from the set included the
“Thunder Road" and **Spirits in the
“The Boss" and Clemons performed {
audience amidst fans clamoring to touch(§

The emotional and musical climay of
the epic “"Jungleland.” b

Clemons reigned over “Jungleland" -;‘ ;
incredible solo that was even more emofio
Springsteen’s vocals. Although this was Cluslis
highpoint, the 6'4"" musician dominated mydy
show with a massive stage presence that g
any technical deficiencies in his playing. | !

Bruce referred to Clemons as **The Masterfili
Universe'" and this is no exaggeration. Clrellh
the only person I know of who can weird
three-piece suit with red shoes, and dance wih
kiss another guy (Bruce) vet remain the ullin
coolness.

* * *

It 1s impossible to single out highpoints E§%
sceond set. Everything was overwhelming i
ing songs Springsteen rarely performs, s
“Kitty's Back.” **Candy's Room." and “lnl
on S7th Street.”” The band had not played
song in two years, but you never would havel

Springsteen also sang two songs he wilt i
have been recorded by other artists; *Fire” ded
Robert Gordon and a version of "Becu®
Night'" which dwarfed Patti Smith's recordst |

A unique fusion of “'She's the One" S
Buddy Holly classic **Not Fade Away" featutéig
Weinberg on drums. -t

““The Boss'" finished with his standard &
“‘Rosalita’ which allowed each band ms b
chance to solo in a joyous celebration. b

Bruce returned for three encores, ' Bgﬁ"b? -‘!
“Tenth Avenue Freezeout,'' and a m 4




ock 'n’ roll tunes which had the entire audience
Singing and dancing together.
' When the show ended at midnight 1 was
Bxhausted from watching Springsteen, who had not
topped moving all night.
* Yet far from detracting from the music, the action
stage is an integral part of the songs. all of which
aw energy and impact.

Although they are out of the limelight for much of
#he show. the members of the E Street Band are
_ach very talented. In addition to Weinberg and
Bittan, there is Danny Federici on the organ and
hassist Garry W. Tallent.

@ Not to be overlooked is Springsteen’s polished
guitar work. which maintained a raw sting. crucial to
dock.

My only disappointment was the absence of two
pilngslun standards. **Growin® Up"" and ‘‘Back-
ftrcets. . The former is an early favorite during
~hu-h Bruce tells stories of his adolescent years
fhile **Backstreets,”” which he interrupts with an
mprovisational ballad. has been a show-stopper this
our.

However, | can not criticize him for changing his
Mhow. Rock can never be static and Springsteen
fealizes this.

After a month off, Springsteen is going back on
e road in November and may stop in Barton Hall.
Ic has not vet accepted the concert commission's
id. _hu[ if “"The Boss™ does make it to Cornell, you
re in for a night of rock'n'roll that will not fade
iway.




